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CALIFORNIA CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY REPORT: 
MARCH 2002 DATA 

 
The Current Population Survey (CPS) is conducted monthly by the U.S. Census Bureau for the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.  Although its main purpose is to collect information used to produce employment 
statistics, an important secondary purpose is to collect information on the demographic and economic 
status of the population.  This is accomplished through supplemental questions in the March survey.  
The CPS targets a sample of almost 50,000 civilian non-institutional households in the U.S., of which 
about 5,600 are in California. 
 
 
DATA LIMITATIONS 
 
The survey’s estimation procedure uses independent samples for each state and inflates sample-
weighted results to independent national estimates of the civilian non-institutional population by age, 
sex, race, and Hispanic origin.  Due to the unique sample design and weighting procedures used in the 
March Supplement of the CPS, the population estimate for the state is not consistent with current 
population estimates produced by either the U.S. Census Bureau or the California Department of 
Finance.1 
 
As the primary purpose of the CPS is to gather labor force data, the sampling procedure used to 
determine the size of the survey is based on the Coefficient of Variation (CV) of the level of 
unemployment.  This procedure ensures the allocation of a sufficient sample required to maintain a 
certain level of CV on national monthly estimates of the unemployment level and unemployment rate.  
However, it definitely limits the reliability of demographic information such as age, sex, race/ethnicity 
and other variables which are closely correlated with the labor force variables.  (For further information 
on sample design and sampling criteria please refer to “Technical Paper 63RV: Current Population 
Survey - Design and Methodology,” issued March 2002 at http://www.bls.census.gov/cps/cpsmain.htm). 
 
All estimates developed from the CPS are subject to sampling error.  The magnitude of the error is 
inversely related to the size of the population being estimated.  Estimates for the nation are better than 
estimates for the state.  Estimates for a large segment of the state (e.g., total employed) are better than 
for a smaller segment (e.g., employment in retail trade).  Differences in an estimate over time may be 
due to sampling error rather than actual change.  Data items with broad confidence intervals indicate 
large sampling errors.  Estimates of 100,000 or less have large standard errors and are denoted 
with italic type. 
 
Estimates for a given year, particularly 1994 and 1995, may differ from earlier years by more than can 
be attributed to real changes in population characteristics.  2002 is the first year to use population 
controls from the 2000 census.  From 1994 to 2001, population controls were based on 1990 census 
data making comparability to 2002 and subsequent years difficult.  According to the Census Bureau, 
differences could be disproportionately greater for certain subpopulation groups than for the total 
populations.  The use of summary measures—such as means, medians, and percentages—is 
recommended.   
 
 
 
                                                
1The CPS and DOF estimates should not be expected to be the same.  The CPS estimate is for the civilian non-
institutional population (and also includes military personnel living off-base or in civilian housing on-base), while 
the DOF estimate is for the entire resident population of the state. 
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USER’S NOTE 
 
Race/ethnicity tables were constructed using mutually exclusive categories.  The response to the 
Hispanic origin question took priority when determining race/ethnicity resulting in Hispanic and non-
Hispanic categories.  The non-Hispanic categories are: White, Black, Asian/Pacific Islander, and Other.  
The Hispanic category includes persons of Latino origin and can be of any race. 
 
Numbers of persons, families, and households are rounded to the nearest thousand.  Dollar amounts 
are rounded to the nearest hundred.  All percentages are calculated on the unrounded numbers. 
 
Individual components may not sum up to totals because of independent rounding. 
 
To assist in determining the size of the sampling error for an estimate, 90 percent confidence intervals 
were calculated for selected data items and included in Appendix A. 
 
More information on the March Supplement of the Current Population Survey can be obtained from 
http://www.bls.census.gov/cps/ads/adsmain.htm. 
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Table 1.  Persons by Race/Ethnicity 

Race/Ethnicity: Number Percent
White 15,761,000 45.7%
Hispanic 11,914,000 34.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 4,224,000 12.2%
Black 2,100,000 6.1%
Other 488,000 1.4%

Total* 34,488,000 100%
* Total civilian non-institutional population.  Includes members of armed 
forces living off military bases or living in civilian housing on base. 

Figure 1.  Population Shares by Race/Ethnicity 

I.  Persons — General Population Characteristics 
The census provides a snapshot of who we are as a people every ten years.  However, California’s 
diversity and pace of growth require that changes in the population be described more frequently.  The 
Current Population Survey (CPS) March Supplement provides a profile of the characteristics of 
California’s population, allowing for an up-to-date snapshot every year. 
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Table 2.  Persons by Age, Race/Ethnicity, and Sex 

Age      White       Hispanic                Asian/Pacific Islander 
Group: Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total

0-4 498,000 433,000 931,000 641,000 626,000 1,267,000 112,000 145,000 257,000
5-17 1,348,000 1,298,000 2,646,000 1,527,000 1,541,000 3,068,000 438,000 422,000 860,000
18-34 1,809,000 1,660,000 3,469,000 1,955,000 1,798,000 3,753,000 515,000 565,000 1,080,000
35-49 1,878,000 1,922,000 3,800,000 1,218,000 1,132,000 2,350,000 507,000 577,000 1,084,000
50-64 1,359,000 1,345,000 2,704,000 454,000 556,000 1,010,000 281,000 313,000 594,000
65+  956,000 1,256,000 2,212,000 195,000 271,000 466,000 143,000 206,000 349,000

Total 7,847,000 7,914,000 15,761,000 5,990,000 5,924,000 11,914,000 1,997,000 2,228,000 4,225,000

Median 
Age 37 39 38 25 25 25 32 34 33
 
          -----Table 2. Continued ----- 

Age         Black       Total*   
Group: Males Females Total Males Females Total

0-4 59,000 70,000 129,000 1,323,000 1,282,000 2,605,000
5-17 277,000 257,000 534,000 3,675,000 3,596,000 7,271,000
18-34 254,000 196,000 450,000 4,555,000 4,270,000 8,825,000
35-49 293,000 265,000 558,000 3,939,000 3,959,000 7,898,000
50-64 95,000 165,000 260,000 2,236,000 2,411,000 4,647,000
65+  77,000 92,000 169,000 1,390,000 1,853,000 3,243,000

Total 1,055,000 1,045,000 2,100,000 17,118,000 17,370,000 34,488,000

Median 
Age 31 34 32 31 33 32

                    *Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 

Figure 2.  Median Age by Race/Ethnicity and Sex
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Table 3.  Persons (15+) by Marital Status and Sex 

Marital Status:     Males Percent Females Percent Total Percent
Single 4,899,000 37.9% 3,714,000 28.0% 8,613,000 32.9%
Married 6,582,000 51.0% 6,484,000 48.9% 13,066,000 49.9%
Separated 219,000 1.7% 389,000 2.9% 608,000 2.3%
Widowed 323,000 2.5% 1,169,000 8.8% 1,493,000 5.7%
Divorced 894,000 6.9% 1,502,000 11.3% 2,396,000 9.2%

Total 12,917,000 100.0% 13,258,000 100.0% 26,174,000 100.0%
 

 
 

Figure 3.  Distribution of Persons (15+) by Marital Status and Sex 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4.  Persons (65+) Widowed by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: 

Males: 
Widowed Total % of Age

Females:
Widowed Total % of Age

65-69 33,000 422,000 7.9% 123,000 446,000 27.7%
70-74 38,000 371,000 10.1% 176,000 450,000 39.1%
75-79 38,000 284,000 13.3% 196,000 422,000 46.5%
80+ 96,000 313,000 30.5% 367,000 535,000 68.5%

Total 204,000 1,390,000 14.7% 862,000 1,853,000 46.5%
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Table 5.  Persons (15+) by Marital Status, Race/Ethnicity, and Sex 

Marital   White     Hispanic               Asian/Pacific Islander 
Status: Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total

Never Married 2,074,000 1,515,000 3,589,000 1,811,000 1,364,000 3,175,000 616,000 510,000 1,126,000
Married 3,354,000 3,206,000 6,560,000 2,018,000 1,984,000 4,002,000 858,000 948,000 1,806,000
Separated 77,000 121,000 198,000 75,000 183,000 258,000 9,000 38,000 47,000
Divorced 232,000 709,000 941,000 37,000 222,000 259,000 26,000 138,000 164,000
Widowed 556,000 938,000 1,494,000 180,000 284,000 464,000 57,000 134,000 191,000

Total 6,292,000 6,490,000 12,782,000 4,122,000 4,037,000 8,159,000 1,565,000 1,768,000 3,333,000
 
     ---- Table 5.  Continued ---- 

Marital   Black     Total*   
Status: Males Females Total Males Females Total

Never Married 358,000 288,000 646,000 4,899,000 3,714,000 8,613,000
Married 288,000 255,000 543,000 6,582,000 6,484,000 13,066,000
Separated 49,000 38,000 87,000 219,000 389,000 608,000
Divorced 23,000 77,000 100,000 323,000 1,169,000 1,492,000
Widowed 71,000 117,000 188,000 894,000 1,502,000 2,396,000

Total 788,000 775,000 1,563,000 12,917,000 13,258,000 26,175,000
   * Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 

 
 

Table 6.  Persons (15-44) Never Married by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: 

Males:      
Never-Married Age Total % of Age

Females: 
Never-Married Age Total % of Age

15-19 1,329,000 1,361,000 97.6% 1,212,000 1,260,000 96.2%
20-24 1,110,000 1,316,000 84.4% 934,000 1,279,000 73.0%
25-29 788,000 1,307,000 60.2% 539,000 1,182,000 45.6%
30-34 528,000 1,367,000 38.6% 325,000 1,315,000 24.7%
35-39 347,000 1,411,000 24.6% 223,000 1,356,000 16.4%
40-44 282,000 1,362,000 20.7% 178,000 1,344,000 13.2%

Total 4,385,000 8,124,000 54.0% 3,410,000 7,735,000 44.1%
 
 



 

 Current Population Survey Report, March 2002 Data:  California 
 California State Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit 

5

 
II.  Persons — Poverty and Income 

The proportion of the population living below the poverty threshold varies widely by race/ethnicity and 
by age.  Whites had the lowest proportion (7.8 percent) below poverty while Hispanics had the highest 
proportion (20.1 percent).  The poverty rate was highest for persons age 17 and younger (35.1 
percent) and lowest for those age 65 and over (8.5 percent).  For males age 15 and older in California, 
mean personal income in 2001 was down by about 4.4 percent over the preceding year while for 
females age 15 and older mean personal income was up by about 4.4 percent. 

Table 7.  Persons by Race/Ethnicity and Poverty Level Status* 

 Poverty Level Status: 

Race/Ethnicity: Below Poverty 100%<x<200% 200% and Up
% of Race 

Below Poverty 
White 1,237,000 2,122,000 12,403,000   7.8% 
Hispanic 2,394,000 3,706,000 5,815,000 20.1% 
Asian/PI 442,000 667,000 3,115,000 10.5% 
Black 259,000 335,000 1,505,000 12.4% 

Total** 4,415,000 6,971,000 22,839,000 12.9% 
*Poverty status is determined for all persons except institutionalized persons, persons in military group quarters 
and in college dormitories, and unrelated individuals under 15 years old.  Poverty status is designated for the current 
year, i.e. 2001, but is calculated on the previous calendar year’s income, 2000. 

**Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 
 

 
Figure 4.  Percentage of Persons Below Poverty Level by Race/Ethnicity 
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Table 8.  Persons Below Poverty Level (2001) by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: Males % of Age Females % of Age Total % of Age

0-4 244,000 18.4% 235,000 18.3% 479,000 18.4%
5-17 627,000 17.1% 590,000 16.4% 1,217,000 16.7%
18-34 605,000 13.3% 649,000 15.2% 1,254,000 14.2%
35-49 333,000 8.5% 397,000 10.0% 730,000 9.2%
50-64 225,000 10.0% 235,000 9.8% 460,000 9.9%
65+ 99,000 7.1% 176,000 9.5% 275,000 8.5%

Total 2,132,000 12.5% 2,283,000 13.1% 4,415,000 12.8%
 

Figure 5.  Percentage of Persons Below Poverty Level (2001) by Age and Sex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Table 9.  Persons Below Poverty Level (2001) by Race/Ethnicity and Age 

 Race/Ethnicity: 0-17 % of Age 18-64 % of Age 65+ % of Age Total % of Age

White 284,000 7.9% 801,000 8.0% 151,000 6.8% 1,237,000 7.8%
Hispanic 1,125,000 25.9% 1,200,000 16.9% 69,000 14.7% 2,394,000 20.1%
Asian/PI 153,000 13.7% 253,000 9.2% 36,000 10.2% 442,000 10.5%
Black 89,000 13.4% 151,000 11.9% 19,000 11.5% 259,000 12.4%

Total 1,697,000 17.2% 2,444,000 11.4% 275,000 8.5% 4,415,000 12.8%
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Table 10.  Persons (15+) by 2001 Personal Income and Sex 

Personal Income: Males Females Total 

$0-4,999 2,245,000 3,850,000 6,095,000 
$5,000-9,999 1,150,000 1,663,000 2,813,000 
$10,000-14,999 1,122,000 1,532,000 2,654,000 
$15,000-19,999 1,053,000 1,075,000 2,129,000 
$20,000-24,999 953,000 888,000 1,841,000 
$25,000-29,999 768,000 659,000 1,428,000 
$30,000-34,999 807,000 680,000 1,487,000 
$35,000-39,999 585,000 559,000 1,143,000 
$40,000-49,999 999,000 749,000 1,749,000 
$50,000-74,999 1,599,000 1,000,000 2,599,000 
$75,000-99,999 774,000 299,000 1,073,000 
$100,000 and up 861,000 303,000 1,164,000 

Total 12,917,000 13,258,000 26,174,000 

Median $24,200 $13,400 $18,000 

Mean $37,600 $22,500 $30,000 
 

 

Table 11a.  Persons (65+) by Receipt of Social Security and Supplemental Security and Sex 

Number of Persons with: Males % of Males Females % of Females Total % of Total

Social Security 1,181,000 85.0% 1,547,000 83.5% 2,728,000 84.1%
Supplemental Security (SSI) 74,000 5.3% 153,000 8.3% 227,000 7.0%

 

Table 11b.  Selected Types of Income Received (2001) For Persons (65+) by Sex 

 Males Females Total 
Value Received (2001): Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median 

Social Security $11,500 $11,400 $8,900 $8,200 $10,000 $9,600 
Supplemental Security (SSI) $4,200 $4,100 $5,400 $7,200 $5,100 $4,900 

Total Personal Income: $30,900 $18,900 $17,100 $11,500 $23,000 $13,700 
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III. Persons — Health and Health Insurance 

When asked to appraise their health, 86.5 percent of Californians age 21 and over report that they are 
in good to excellent health.  However, 19.5 percent of the state’s total population is not covered by 
health insurance.  Persons age 18 to 34 were more likely to be uninsured than any other age group 
while less than 2 percent of those age 65 and older lack health insurance of some kind. 
 
 

Table 12.  Persons (21+) by Self-Reported Health Appraisal and Sex 

Health Appraisal: Males Percent Females Percent Total Percent 

Excellent 3,127,000 27.7% 3,034,000 25.9% 6,161,000 26.8%
Very Good 3,596,000 31.9% 3,584,000 30.6% 7,180,000 31.3%
Good 3,189,000 28.3% 3,340,000 28.5% 6,528,000 28.4%
Fair 940,000 8.3% 1,170,000 10.0% 2,110,000 9.2%
Poor 420,000 3.7% 570,000 4.9% 991,000 4.3%

Total 11,272,000 100% 11,698,000 100% 22,970,000 100%
  

Table 13.  Persons with 2001 Medicaid ("Medi-Cal") Coverage by Age and Sex* 

Age 
Group: Males % of Age Females % of Age Total % of Age 

0-4 388,000 29.3% 408,000 31.8% 796,000 30.5% 
5-17 880,000 23.9% 876,000 24.4% 1,756,000 24.1% 
18-34 280,000 6.1% 491,000 11.5% 771,000 8.7% 
35-49 232,000 5.9% 330,000 8.3% 562,000 7.1% 
50-64 164,000 7.3% 242,000 10.0% 406,000 8.7% 
65+ 193,000 13.9% 328,000 17.7% 520,000 16.0% 

Total 2,137,000 12.5% 2,673,000 15.4% 4,810,000 13.9% 
        *Insurance questions on the March CPS attempted to identify persons who were covered at any 
                        time during the previous calendar year. 

Table 14.  Persons with 2001 CHAMPUS, CHAMPVA, VA, or Military Health Care Coverage  
by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: Males % of Age Females % of Age Total % of Age 

0-17 134,000 2.7% 165,000 3.4% 299,000 3.0% 
18-64 268,000 2.5% 209,000 2.0% 478,000 2.2% 
65+ 110,000 7.9% 100,000 5.4% 210,000 6.5% 

Total 512,000 3.0% 474,000 2.7% 987,000 2.9% 
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Table 15.  Persons with 2001 Medicare Health Insurance Coverage by Age and Sex* 

Age 
Group: Males % of Age Females % of Age Total % of Age

0-59 190,000 1.3% 176,000 1.2% 366,000 1.2%
60-64 56,000 10.5% 59,000 10.2% 115,000 10.3%
65-69 377,000 89.5% 379,000 85.1% 757,000 87.2%
70-74 356,000 96.0% 433,000 96.3% 789,000 96.2%
75-79 274,000 96.5% 410,000 97.0% 684,000 96.8%
80+ 295,000 94.4% 524,000 97.9% 819,000 96.6%

Total 1,549,000 9.0% 1,981,000 11.4% 3,530,000 10.2%
   *The CPS Survey by design excludes institutional populations, and so understates the number of persons  
   covered by Medicare. 

Table 16.  Persons with 2001 Private Health Insurance Coverage by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: Males % of Age Females % of Age Total % of Age

0-17 3,089,000 61.8% 2,876,000 59.0% 5,965,000 60.4%
18-34 2,719,000 59.7% 2,652,000 62.1% 5,371,000 60.9%
35-49 2,805,000 71.2% 2,863,000 72.3% 5,667,000 71.7%
50-64 1,625,000 72.7% 1,657,000 68.7% 3,282,000 70.6%
65+ 784,000 56.4% 874,000 47.2% 1,658,000 51.1%

Total 11,022,000 64.4% 10,921,000 62.9% 21,943,000 63.6%
 

 

Table 17.  Persons with Any 2001 Health Insurance Coverage by Age 

Age 
Group: Covered* Not Covered Total

% of Age 
Not Covered 

0-17 8,387,000 1,489,000 9,875,000 15.1% 
18-34 6,118,000 2,708,000 8,825,000 30.7% 
35-49 6,273,000 1,626,000 7,898,000 20.6% 
50-64 3,810,000 836,000 4,646,000 18.0% 
65+ 3,183,000 60,000 3,243,000 1.8% 

Total 27,770,000 6,718,000 34,488,000 19.5% 
*Persons may be covered by more than one type of health insurance. 
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IV.  Persons — Educational Attainment 

High school graduates and persons with some college or an AA degree make up over half of all 
Californians age 25 and older.  A significant number of the state’s residents (4.1 million) have less 
than a high school diploma, of which 2.9 million are foreign-born.  Higher educational attainment is 
generally reflected in higher levels of median personal income.  Median personal income increases 
from $18,400 for a high school graduate, to $40,100 for a Bachelor’s degree, to $55,500 for a Master’s 
degree or higher. 

Table 18.  Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and Race/Ethnicity 

Attainment: White Hispanic Asian/PI Black Total*

Not a High School Graduate 771,000 2,902,000 305,000 120,000 4,139,000
High School Graduate 2,489,000 1,528,000 555,000 349,000 5,026,000
Some College or AA 3,601,000 1,115,000 612,000 488,000 5,937,000
BA/BS 2,508,000 359,000 828,000 190,000 3,902,000
Master’s or Higher 1,370,000 129,000 342,000 106,000 1,954,000

Total 10,739,000 6,034,000 2,641,000 1,253,000 20,958,000

Median Years Completed 14.0 11.8 14.2 13.1 13.3
Average Years Completed 14.1 10.1 13.9 13.5 12.9

* Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 

 
Figure 6.  Distribution of Persons (25+) by Race/Ethnicity and Educational Attainment 
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Table 19.  Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and Nativity 

   Foreign-Born   
Attainment: Native Naturalized Non-Citizen Total

Not a High School Graduate 1,243,000 738,000 2,158,000 4,139,000
High School Graduate 3,441,000 689,000 895,000 5,026,000
Some College or AA 4,771,000 691,000 475,000 5,937,000
BA/BS 2,815,000 630,000 457,000 3,902,000
Master’s or Higher 1,376,000 285,000 294,000 1,954,000

Total 13,646,000 3,033,000 4,280,000 20,958,000

Median Years Completed 13.4 13.5 11.9 13.3
Average Years Completed 13.8 12.6 10.2 12.9

 
 

 
 

Figure 7.  Distribution of Persons (25+) by Nativity and Educational Attainment 
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Table 20.  Median Personal Income (2001) for Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and 
Race/Ethnicity                          

Attainment:   White Hispanic Asian/PI Black Total*

Not a High School Graduate $12,300 $11,500 $8,500 $10,500  $11,500 
High School Graduate  $20,700 $17,300 $14,100 $16,600  $18,400 
Some College or AA  $28,200 $25,500 $28,000 $27,500  $28,000 
BA/BS   $42,800 $34,200 $34,500 $41,000  $40,100 
Master's or Higher   $57,300 $40,000 $57,000 $48,100  $55,500 
*Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 8.  Median Personal Income (2001) for Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and 
Race/Ethnicity 
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Table 21.  Median Personal Income (2001) for Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and Sex 
 

Attainment: Male Female Total 

Elementary $14,800 $7,000 $10,000  
Some High School $19,300 $9,000 $13,500  
High School Graduate  $25,000 $13,700 $18,400  
Some College  $32,500 $21,200 $27,200  
Associate $38,000 $21,300 $29,300  
Bachelor's $50,600 $31,800 $40,100  
Master's $60,000 $42,500 $52,300  
Professional* $85,000 $33,000 $68,600  
Doctorate $86,400 $53,400 $75,000  

Total $30,300 $16,800 $23,700  
      *Professional degrees include MD, DDS, DVM, LLB, and JD 

 
 

Figure 9.  Median Personal Income (2001) for Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and Sex 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
                   *Professional degrees include MD, DDS, DVM, LLB, and JD 
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Table 22.  Persons (25+) by Educational Attainment and Personal Income (2001) 

 
 

 

Table 23.  Persons (25+) Reporting a High School Diploma or Higher by Age and Sex 

Age Group: Males 
% of 
 Age Females

% of 
 Age Total 

% of  
Age 

25-34 2,078,000 77.7% 2,019,000 80.9% 4,097,000 79.2%
35-49 3,210,000 81.5% 3,300,000 83.3% 6,510,000 82.4%
50-64 1,874,000 83.8% 1,924,000 79.8% 3,799,000 81.8%
65+ 1,068,000 76.8% 1,345,000 72.6% 2,413,000 74.4%

Total 8,230,000 80.4% 8,589,000 80.1% 16,819,000 80.2%
 

 
    <$0 -      $10,000 - $25,000 - $40,000 -    Median
Attainment:           9,999      24,999       39,999       59,999 $60,000+     Total Income

Not a High School Graduate 1,832,000 1,590,000 453,000 156,000 108,000 4,139,000 $11,500 
High School Graduate 1,485,000 1,617,000 994,000 579,000 351,000 5,026,000 $18,400 
Some College or AA 1,143,000 1,498,000 1,376,000 1,032,000 888,000 5,937,000 $28,000 
BA/BS 609,000 625,000 655,000 803,000 1,210,000 3,902,000 $40,100 
Master’s or Higher 205,000 207,000 244,000 370,000 928,000 1,954,000 $55,500 

Total 5,275,000 5,537,000 3,722,000 2,939,000 3,485,000 20,958,000 $23,700
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Table 24.  Persons (25+) Reporting a BA/BS Degree or Higher by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: Males 

% of
Age Females

% of
Age Total 

% of 
Age 

25-34 717,000 26.8% 747,000 29.9% 1,464,000 28.3% 
35-49 1,236,000 31.4% 1,120,000 28.3% 2,356,000 29.8% 
50-64 753,000 33.7% 619,000 25.7% 1,371,000 29.5% 
65+ 371,000 26.7% 293,000 15.8% 664,000 20.5% 

Total 3,077,000 30.0% 2,779,000 25.9% 5,856,000 27.9% 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 10.  Percent of Persons (25+) with a BA/BS or Higher by Age and Sex 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 25.  Persons (25+) with a College Degree by Degree Type and Sex 

Highest Degree Attained: Males Females Total 

Bachelor’s (BA, BS, AB, etc.) 1,936,000 1,966,000 3,902,000 
Master’s (MA, MS, MBA, etc.) 805,000 635,000 1,440,000 
Professional or Doctorate (PhD, MD, LLB, etc.) 336,000 178,000 514,000 

Total 3,077,000 2,779,000 5,856,000 
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V.  Persons — Foreign-Born 

One in four residents of California were born abroad, reflecting the state’s position as a popular 
destination for immigrants.  Mexico accounts for 45.2 percent of the foreign-born in California but only 
26.3 percent of the naturalized foreign-born.  The number of foreign-born females slightly outnumbers 
that of foreign-born males.  Persons age 18-49 represent 65.9 percent of the state’s foreign-born 
population.  Hispanics comprise the largest proportion of the foreign-born in California followed by 
Asians/Pacific Islanders. 

Table 26.  Persons (Foreign-Born) by Year of Entry and Citizenship Status 

   Naturalized  Total
Year of Entry: Number Percent Non-Citizen Foreign-Born

Pre-1975 1,057,000 69.6% 461,000 1,517,000
1975-1981 974,000 61.6% 608,000 1,582,000
1982-1985 341,000 40.4% 503,000 844,000
1986-1989 410,000 31.4% 893,000 1,303,000
1990-1993 316,000 22.7% 1,073,000 1,389,000
1994-1997 106,000 9.3% 1,035,000 1,141,000
1998-2002 82,000 6.1% 1,259,000 1,341,000

Total 3,286,000 36.0% 5,832,000 9,118,000
 

Table 27.  Persons (Foreign-Born) by Leading Countries of Birth and Citizenship Status 

 Naturalized  Total 
Country of Birth: Number Percent Non-Citizen Foreign-Born

Mexico 864,000 21.0% 3,259,000 4,123,000
Philippines 450,000 68.7% 205,000 655,000
Vietnam 264,000 64.7% 144,000 408,000
El Salvador 106,000 27.4% 281,000 387,000
China 164,000 52.1% 151,000 315,000
All Others 1,437,000 44.5% 1,793,000 3,230,000

Total 3,286,000 36.0% 5,832,000 9,118,000
 

Figure 11.  Percent of Persons (Foreign-Born) Naturalized by Leading Countries of Birth 
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Table 28.  Foreign-Born Persons by Age and Sex 

Age 
Group: Males Percent Females Percent Total Percent 

0-4 45,000 1.0% 34,000 0.8% 79,000 0.9% 
5-17 416,000 9.1% 354,000 7.7% 770,000 8.4% 
18-34 1,570,000 34.5% 1,518,000 33.2% 3,088,000 33.9% 
35-49 1,515,000 33.3% 1,406,000 30.7% 2,921,000 32.0% 
50-64 670,000 14.7% 798,000 17.5% 1,468,000 16.1% 
65+ 330,000 7.3% 462,000 10.1% 792,000 8.7% 
Total 4,545,000 100.0% 4,572,000 100.0% 9,118,000 100.0% 

 
Figure 12.  Distribution of Persons (Foreign-Born) by Age and Sex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 29.  Persons by Race/Ethnicity and Nativity 

Foreign-Born: 
 Race/Ethnicity: Native Naturalized Non-Citizen Total

  White 14,535,000 638,000 588,000 15,761,000
  Hispanic 6,774,000 1,188,000 3,953,000 11,914,000
  Asian/PI 1,605,000 1,409,000 1,210,000 4,224,000
  Black 1,992,000 35,000 73,000 2,100,000

  Total* 25,371,000 3,286,000 5,832,000 34,488,000
* Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 
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VI.  Persons — Mobility 
According to CPS estimates, a greater number of persons annually leave California for other states 
than enter California from another state.  While these estimates are not consistent with other sources 
of domestic migration, the outward migration trend suggested by CPS data has been consistent.  The 
CPS also found that 15.8 percent of all persons age 1 or older had lived in their current residence less 
than one year and that nearly two-thirds of those who moved stayed in the same county. 
 

Table 30.  Persons by Mobility Status and Housing Tenure 

 Housing Tenure:  
 Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied Total 
Mobility Status of Persons*: Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Living in the Same Place One Year Ago 18,381,000 90.6% 10,198,000 74.6% 28,579,000 84.2%
Not Living in the Same Place One Year Ago 1,898,000 9.4% 3,476,000 25.4% 5,375,000 15.8%
*Applies only to persons age 1 year or older in March 2001. 

Table 31.  Persons Moving by Type of Move 

Type of Move: Number Percent 

Within County 3,391,000 63.1% 
Same State, Different County 1,085,000 20.2% 
Different State 502,000 9.3% 
Abroad 397,000 7.4% 

Total 5,375,000 100.0% 
 
 

Table 32.  Persons Moving to California by US Region of Former Residence 

To: California 
 From Different State In: Number Percent

Northeast 32,000 6.4%
Midwest 38,000 7.6%
South 126,000 25.0%
West 306,000 61.0%

Total 502,000 100.0%
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Table 33.  Persons by Sex and Households Moving to California 

From: Another State 
To: California 

Males 285,000 
Females 217,000 
Total Persons 502,000 
Total Households 172,000 

 
Table 34.  Persons Moving to California by Age 

From: Another State
To: California 

Age Group:  

0-20 159,000 
21-34 174,000 
35-49 94,000 
50-64 47,000 
65+ 27,000 

Total 502,000 

Table 35.  Persons by Sex and Households Moving from California  

From: California 
To: Another State 

Males 224,000 
Females 288,000 
Total Persons 511,000 
Total Households 196,000 

Table 36.  Persons Moving from California by Age 

From: California 
To: Another State

Age Group:   

0-20 153,000 
21-34 173,000 
35-49 92,000 
50-64 82,000 
65+ 11,000 

Total 511,000 
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VII.  Persons — Labor Force Characteristics 
The labor force data provided in this section are for the month of March 2002 and do not reflect the 
entire year.  Because of the small sample size for some groups, unemployment estimates in Table 38 
should be used cautiously. 

Table 37.  Persons (16+) by Age, Labor Force Participation, and Sex 

               In Labor Force*:            Not in Labor Force:         Participation Rate: 
Age 
Group: Males Females Males     Females Male Female
16-19 438,000 393,000 632,000 634,000 40.9% 38.3%
20-24 1,029,000 877,000 287,000 401,000 78.2% 68.6%
25-29 1,180,000 857,000 127,000 324,000 90.3% 72.5%
30-34 1,254,000 911,000 113,000 404,000 91.8% 69.3%
35-39 1,270,000 996,000 140,000 359,000 90.1% 73.5%
40-44 1,212,000 1,014,000 150,000 330,000 89.0% 75.5%
45-49 1,044,000 966,000 123,000 294,000 89.5% 76.7%
50-54 837,000 747,000 125,000 288,000 87.0% 72.1%
55-59 567,000 509,000 179,000 284,000 76.0% 64.2%
60-64 308,000 249,000 220,000 334,000 58.4% 42.7%
65-69 120,000 76,000 302,000 370,000 28.5% 17.0%
70+ 84,000 87,000 884,000 1,320,000 8.7% 6.2%

Total 9,344,000 7,683,000 3,281,000 5,342,000 74.0% 59.0%
 *Includes civilians who are employed, unemployed, or on layoff but looking for work. 

 

Figure 13.  Labor Force Participation Rate for Persons (16+) by Age and Sex 
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Table 38.  Persons (16+) by Employment Status, Race/Ethnicity, and Sex 

Civilian Labor   White     Hispanic   Asian/Pacific Islander 
Force: Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total

Employed 4,243,000 3,644,000 7,887,000 2,875,000 2,098,000 4,973,000 1,004,000 960,000 1,964,000
Unemployed 227,000 196,000 423,000 333,000 195,000 528,000 75,000 57,000 132,000
% Unemployed 5.1% 5.1% 5.1% 10.4% 8.5% 9.6% 7.0% 5.6% 6.3%
Total 4,470,000 3,840,000 8,310,000 3,208,000 2,293,000 5,501,000 1,079,000 1,017,000 2,096,000

 

      ---- Table 38. Continued ---- 

Civilian Labor   Black     Total*   
Force: Males Females Total Males Females Total

Employed 442,000 414,000 856,000 8,643,000 7,175,000 15,818,000
Unemployed 59,000 40,000 99,000 702,000 508,000 1,209,000
% Unemployed 11.8% 8.9% 10.4% 7.5% 6.6% 7.1%
Total 501,000 454,000 955,000 9,345,000 7,683,000 17,027,000

        * Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 

 

Figure 14.  Unemployment Rate* by Race/Ethnicity and Sex 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Civilian labor force only. 
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Table 39.  Unemployed Persons by Educational Attainment and Unemployment Rates 

  
Unemployment 
Rate: 

Number 
Unemployed: 

Distribution of 
Unemployed: 

Not a High School Graduate 11.8% 267,000 32.0% 
High School Graduate 6.8% 216,000 25.9% 
Some College or AA 4.5% 189,000 22.8% 
BA/BS or Higher 3.5% 161,000 19.3% 

Total 5.8% 832,000 100.0% 

Figure 15.  Unemployment Rates by Educational Attainment 
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Table 40.  Persons (16+, Employed*) by Industrial Group and 2001 Median and Mean Earnings** 

Industrial Group: 

Total Workers

  % of Total 
    Workers 
   Employed 

 
Earnings: 
   Median         Mean 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries & Mining 470,000 3.0% $15,000 $17,800
Construction 1,059,000 6.7% $26,000 $34,700
Non-durable Goods Manufacturing 751,000 4.7% $26,000 $36,600
Durable Goods Manufacturing 1,236,000 7.8% $40,000 $53,200
Transportation 700,000 4.4% $32,000 $34,400
Communications and Other Public Utilities 364,000 2.3% $47,000 $51,800
Wholesale Trade 631,000 4.0% $32,000 $45,800
Retail Trade 2,559,000 16.2% $15,000 $22,200
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 1,163,000 7.4% $35,000 $58,100
Business & Repair Services 1,312,000 8.3% $25,000 $38,700
Personal, Entertainment, Recreation Services 1,077,000 6.8% $17,000 $26,200
Health Services 1,166,000 7.4% $28,000 $38,900
Educational Services 1,404,000 8.9% $30,000 $33,600
Other Professional and Related Services 1,256,000 7.9% $43,000 $47,100
Public Administration 669,000 4.2% $30,000 $42,300

Total Workers Employed: 15,818,000 100.0% $27,000 $37,300
*Includes full- and part-time workers. 
**Prior to 1994, Total Personal Income  was reported by occupation and industry.  In 1994 and later years, Total Personal 
Earnings were reported instead. 

 
 

Table 41.  Persons (16+, Employed*) by Occupational Group and 2001 Median and Mean Earnings 

Occupational Group: 

Total Workers

% of Total 
Workers 

Employed 
Earnings:

Median   Mean
Executive, Administrative, Managerial 2,453,000 15.5% $46,200 $64,600
Professional Specialty 2,551,000 16.1% $45,000 $52,900
Technicians and Related Support 519,000 3.3% $32,400 $39,500
Sales 1,827,000 11.6% $26,000 $41,500
Administrative Support, Including Clerical 2,179,000 13.8% $23,000 $24,700
Private Household 164,000 1.0% $10,000 $11,400
Protective Service 300,000 1.9% $36,000 $39,800
Service, Except Protective and Household 1,848,000 11.7% $12,000 $14,900
Farming, Forestry, and Fishing 429,000 2.7% $13,000 $15,800
Precision Product, Craft & Repair Services 1,638,000 10.4% $28,000 $33,400
Machine Operators, Assemblers & Inspectors 687,000 4.3% $18,700 $22,800
Transportation and Material Moving 592,000 3.7% $26,000 $28,300
Handlers, Equipment Cleaners, Helpers & Laborers 632,000 4.0% $16,000 $18,800

Total Workers Employed: 15,818,000 100.0% $27,000 $37,300
* Includes full- and part-time workers. 
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VIII.  Persons — Household Characteristics 

The average household size varies by race/ethnic group, from a high of 4.0 for Hispanics to a low of 
2.4 for Whites.  For those age 65 and older living in single-person households, 73 percent were 
female.  The proportion of California’s children living in a two-parent home was 69.4 percent.  Of the 
26 percent of children living in a single-parent household, about four-fifths lived with their mothers. 

Table 42.  Persons by Household Size and Race/Ethnicity 

Household Size: White Hispanic Asian/PI Black Total*

1 1,997,000 329,000 278,000 293,000 2,942,000
2 4,771,000 1,124,000 755,000 416,000 7,168,000
3 2,837,000 1,707,000 840,000 426,000 5,900,000
4 3,616,000 2,843,000 1,058,000 440,000 8,026,000
5 1,572,000 2,253,000 571,000 206,000 4,680,000

6+ 969,000 3,658,000 722,000 320,000 5,773,000

Total 15,761,000 11,914,000 4,224,000 2,100,000 34,488,000

Mean Household Size  2.4 4.0 3.1 2.6 2.9
         * Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 
 

 
 

Figure 16.  Distribution of Persons by Race/Ethnicity and Household Size 
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Table 43.  Persons (65+) by Age, Sex, Household Size 

  Household Size:     
Age and Sex: 1 2 3+ Total
65-69:    Males  59,000 225,000 138,000 422,000

Females 112,000 233,000 101,000 446,000

70-74:    Males 54,000 218,000 99,000 371,000
Females 164,000 189,000 97,000 450,000

75+:       Males  154,000 354,000 89,000 597,000
Females 444,000 343,000 171,000 957,000

Total 986,000 1,561,000 696,000 3,243,000
 

 

Table 44.  Persons (0-17) by Age and Presence of Parents in Family 

   Mother           Father Neither or   
Age Group: Both Parents              Only           Only Unknown Total

0-4 1,909,000 498,000 131,000 66,000 2,605,000
5-9 2,040,000 550,000 123,000 136,000 2,849,000
10-14 1,910,000 695,000 141,000 115,000 2,861,000
15-17 999,000 330,000 102,000 131,000 1,562,000

Total 6,858,000 2,073,000 497,000 448,000 9,875,000
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IX.  Households and Families — Size and Structure 

The CPS reported a total of 11,936,000 households in California in 2002.  Single-person households 
accounted for 24.6 percent of California households.  Although households with six or more persons 
account for less than 7 percent of households, they represent almost 17 percent of all persons.  The 
proportion of households with children was 38.8 percent, down from 39.8 percent in 2001.   

Table 45.  Households and Persons by Household Size 

Household Size: Households
% of 

Households Persons 
% of 

Persons

1 2,942,000 24.6% 2,942,000 8.5%
2 3,502,000 29.3% 7,168,000 20.8%
3 1,877,000 15.7% 5,900,000 17.1%
4 1,919,000 16.1% 8,026,000 23.3%
5 893,000 7.5% 4,680,000 13.6%

6+ 804,000 6.7% 5,773,000 16.7%

Total 11,936,000 100% 34,488,000 100%

Mean Household Size* : 2.89    
* Based upon the non-institutionalized population, excludes those living in group quarters. 

 
 

Figure 17.  Distribution of Households and Persons by Household Size 
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Table 46.  Households by Housing Tenure and Household Size 

 Household Size:      Mean  

Tenure Type: 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total
Household 

Size 

Owner-Occupied 1,423,000 2,187,000 1,090,000 1,215,000 550,000 455,000 6,920,000 3.0 
Renter-Occupied 1,519,000 1,314,000 787,000 704,000 343,000 350,000 5,016,000 2.8 

Total 2,942,000 3,502,000 1,877,000 1,919,000 893,000 804,000 11,936,000 2.9 
 

Figure 18.  Distribution of Households by Household Size and Housing Tenure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Table 47.  Households by Household Type and Presence of Children* 

Household Type:    Number Percent

One Person:   Males 1,300,000 10.9%
   Females 1,642,000 13.8%

2+ Persons: Married Couple with Children 3,340,000 28.0%
 Married Couple w/o Children 2,696,000 22.6%

Other Family: Male Householder with Children 309,000 2.6%
 Male Householder w/o Children 265,000 2.2%
 Female Householder with Children 980,000 8.2%
 Female Householder w/o Children 502,000 4.2%

Non-Family:    901,000 7.6%

Total:       11,936,000 100.0%
*Includes children related to the householder. 
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X.  Households and Families — Economic Characteristics 

Poverty rates were highest for female-headed households (21.1 percent) and lowest for married-
couple families (6.1 percent).  For families with children living below poverty level, the highest 
proportion (45.6 percent) were households headed by females and no spouse present.  Median 
income was highest for White families at $66,000 and lowest, $37,500, for Hispanics.  Median 
household income was highest for householders age 45 to 54 ($59,000) and lowest for householders 
age 65 and over ($24,800).  Median family income increased as family size increased up to four-
person families and then started to decline for families of five or more persons. 

Table 48.  Families by Poverty Status, Presence of Children*, and Family Type 

*Includes children related to the householder. 
 

Figure 19.  Distribution of Family Types with Children by Poverty Status 
 

      Other Families:    

Poverty Status:  Total  
   Married 
   Couple  Male   Female   

  Families Percent    Families Percent Householder Percent Householder Percent 

Below Poverty with Children 598,000 7.4% 270,000 4.5% 55,000 9.6% 273,000 18.4%
 w/o Children 164,000 2.0% 99,000 1.6% 25,000 4.3% 40,000 2.7%

Between 100 & with Children 524,000 6.5% 323,000 5.4% 49,000 8.5% 152,000 10.2%
150% of Poverty w/o Children 205,000 2.5% 149,000 2.5% 16,000 2.8% 40,000 2.7%

Above 150%  with Children 3,508,000 43.3% 2,747,000 45.5% 206,000 35.8% 556,000 37.5%
of Poverty w/o Children 3,094,000 38.2% 2,447,000 40.5% 224,000 39.0% 423,000 28.5%

Total Families 8,093,000 100.0% 6,036,000 100.0% 575,000 100.0% 1,483,000 100.0%
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Figure 20.  Distribution of Families in Poverty with Children by Family Type 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 49a.  Families by Number of Persons in Civilian Labor Force (15+)* and Mean Family Income (2001) 

Number of Workers:         Families  Percent Mean Family Income 
No Workers       1,092,000 13.5% $34,100   
1 Worker       2,594,000 32.1% $58,300   
2 Workers       3,456,000 42.7% $85,200   
3+ Workers          951,000 11.8% $93,900   
All Families        8,093,000 100.0% $70,700   

 * Includes employed and unemployed persons in the civilian labor force, aged 15 or older. 
 
 

Table 49b.  Families by Number of Persons Employed (15+)* and Mean Family Income (2001) 

 
Number of Workers: Families Percent Mean Family Income 
No Workers 1,308,000 16.2% $33,600  
1 Worker 2,809,000 34.7% $60,300  
2 Workers 3,154,000 39.0% $88,300  
3+ Workers 822,000 10.2% $98,000  

All Families  8,093,000 100.0% $70,700  
              * Includes only employed persons in the civilian labor force, aged 15 or older 
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Table 50. Households* by Household Income (2001) and Families* by Family Income (2001) 
and Race/Ethnicity of Householder 

 
  Number of Families:    Number of  
Income Level: White Hispanic Asian/PI Black Total** Households 

$0-4,999*** 61,000 81,000 25,000 14,000 190,000 346,000
$5,000-9,999*** 53,000 93,000 8,000 15,000 173,000 575,000
$10,000-14,999 101,000 181,000 34,000 25,000 346,000 775,000
$15,000-19,999 138,000 217,000 46,000 18,000 425,000 690,000
$20,000-24,999 164,000 189,000 65,000 14,000 449,000 692,000
$25,000-29,999 235,000 197,000 55,000 29,000 526,000 651,000
$30,000-34,999 200,000 211,000 44,000 27,000 485,000 714,000
$35,000-39,999 182,000 161,000 46,000 36,000 439,000 636,000
$40,000-49,999 370,000 270,000 84,000 49,000 779,000 1,138,000
$50,000-74,999 725,000 474,000 169,000 126,000 1,504,000 2,148,000
$75,000-99,999 611,000 208,000 151,000 65,000 1,053,000 1,401,000
$100,000+ 1,185,000 222,000 261,000 41,000 1,725,000 2,171,000

Total 4,024,000 2,504,000 988,000 460,000 8,093,000 11,936,000

Mean Income $84,900 $48,000 $79,800 $55,400 $70,700 $64,600
Median Income $66,000 $37,500 $62,000 $50,000 $53,400 $47,200
*A household consists of all persons who occupy a house, apartment, or other group of rooms, which constitutes a housing 
unit, while a family is a group of two persons or more (one of whom is the householder) residing together and related by 
birth, marriage, or adoption. 
**Total also includes Other race/ethnic group. 
***Data should be used with caution with income levels below $10,000 due to small sample size.  See Appendix A for 
confidence intervals and standard errors. 

 
 

Figure 21.  Median Family Income by Race/Ethnicity of Householder 
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Table 51.  Households by Age of Householder and Mean and Median Household Income (2001) 

Age of Householder: Households Percent 
Median
Income

Mean 
Income 

<35 3,006,000 25.2% $43,700 $57,400  
35-44 2,884,000 24.2% $57,400 $76,600  
45-54 2,427,000 20.3% $59,000 $78,200  
55-64 1,516,000 12.7% $49,700 $68,800  

65+ 2,102,000 17.6% $24,800 $39,400  

Total 11,936,000 100% $47,200 $64,600  
 

Figure 22.  Median Household Income (2001) by Age of Householder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 52.  Households by Size of Household and Mean and Median Household Income (2001) 

            Household Income: 
Household Size: Households Median Mean 

1 2,942,000 $26,400 $40,800 
2 3,502,000 $51,000 $67,600 
3 1,877,000 $56,900 $74,000 
4 1,919,000 $62,400 $82,600 
5 893,000 $52,300 $69,600 

6+ 804,000 $56,100 $67,600 

All Households 11,936,000 $47,200 $64,600 
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Table 53.  Families by Size of Family and Mean and Median Family Income (2001) 

             Family Income: 
Family Size: Families Median Mean 

2 3,004,000 $46,600 $63,800 
3 1,751,000 $54,000 $72,900 
4 1,810,000 $63,000 $82,800 
5 818,000 $49,800 $67,500 

6+ 710,000 $56,000 $67,700 

All Families 8,093,000 $53,400 $70,700 
       
 

Table 54.  Households by Selected Types of 2001 Household Income Sources 

Number of Households with % of all       Value Received (2001): 
Persons Who Received Income from: Households Households Median Mean 

Wages and Salary 9,303,000 77.9% $49,200 $64,400
Self-Employment 1,433,000 12.0% $16,000 $32,800
Social Security 2,705,000 22.7% $11,400 $12,700
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 529,000 4.4% $7,400 $7,000
Dividends 2,585,000 21.7% $4,200 $500
Rental or Property Income* 1,062,000 8.9% $2,000 $7,800
Interest 6,653,000 55.7% $200 $3,300
Retirement or Pension Income 1,172,000 9.8% $12,000 $18,600
Unemployment Compensation 809,000 6.8% $2,300 $3,300
Workers’ Compensation 256,000 2.1% $4,200 $7,800
Veterans’ Payments 273,000 2.3% $6,000 $9,700
Alimony Payments 69,000 0.6% $6,000 $10,400
Child Support Payments 502,000 4.2% $3,800 $5,500
Disability Benefits 221,000 1.8% $8,500 $9,300

*Rental and self-employment income may be negative as well as positive. 
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Appendix A:  Standard Errors (SE) and Confidence Intervals (CI) for Selected Measures 

Cell Description (Units): 
Estimate

Error
(%) SE 90% CI 

Lower 
Bound

Upper 
Bound

Population (Persons)                           Total   34,488,285 1.7 362,816 596,832 33,891,453 35,085,117
White   15,761,455 2.7 253,946 417,741 15,343,714 16,179,196

Hispanic   11,914,407 3.1 224,436 369,197 11,545,210 12,283,604
Asian/PI   4,224,287 5.2 134,160 220,693 4,003,594 4,444,980

Black   2,099,912 8.7 110,796 182,260 1,917,652 2,282,172
Other   488,224 15.5 45,902 75,509 412,715 563,733

Below Poverty (Persons)        
Total   4,415,044 7.2 193,412 318,163 4,096,881 4,733,207

White   1,236,719 13.7 102,958 169,366 1,067,353 1,406,085
Hispanic   2,393,508 9.5 138,891 228,475 2,165,033 2,621,983
Asian/PI   442,336 22.9 61,663 101,435 340,901 543,771

Black   259,444 29.9 47,091 77,465 181,979 336,909
Age<18   1,696,550 10.2 104,871 172,512 1,524,038 1,869,062

Age 65+   274,563 17.8 29,781 48,990 225,573 323,553
Personal Income (Persons)        

Below $5,000   6,094,645 3.0 109,748 180,536 5,914,109 6,275,181
$10,000-$14,999   2,654,444 4.5 73,042 120,155 2,534,289 2,774,599
$35,000-$39,999   1,143,321 6.9 48,113 79,146 1,064,175 1,222,467

$75,000+   2,237,276 4.9 67,126 110,422 2,126,854 2,347,698

Employed (Persons)                              Total   15,844,241 2.0 194,131 319,345 15,524,896 16,163,586
White   7,887,632 2.9 139,927 230,181 7,657,451 8,117,813

Hispanic   4,973,172 4.6 138,490 227,817 4,745,355 5,200,989
Asian/PI   1,964,661 5.9 70,913 116,652 1,848,009 2,081,313

Black   855,426 12.8 66,423 109,267 746,159 964,693
Retail Trade   2,559,193 5.2 80,812 132,936 2,426,257 2,692,129

Health Services   1,166,163 7.7 54,745 90,055 1,076,108 1,256,218
Agricultural   469,716 12.2 34,806 57,255 412,461 526,971

Communications   364,252 13.8 30,658 50,433 313,819 414,685
Administrative Support   2,178,656 5.6 74,635 122,774 2,055,882 2,301,430

Sales   1,827,319 6.2 68,413 112,540 1,714,779 1,939,859
Machine Operators   687,137 10.1 42,074 69,212 617,925 756,349
Private Household   164,163 20.6 20,592 33,874 130,289 198,037

Family Structure (Households)        
Married Couple Family w/o Children   2,695,509 4.1 67,550 111,119 2,584,390 2,806,628

Married Couple Family w/Children   3,340,078 3.7 75,077 123,501 3,216,577 3,463,579
Female-headed Single Parent Family w/Children 980,492 6.9 40,908 67,294 913,198 1,047,786

Male-headed Single Parent Family w/Children   309,442 12.2 23,018 37,865 271,577 347,307

Family Poverty (Families)        
Below Poverty   762,132 8.6 39,917 65,664 696,468 827,796

Between 100-150% of Poverty   728,636 8.8 39,004 64,161 664,475 792,797
Family Income (Families)        

Total<$5,000   189,977 16.3 18,781 30,895 159,082 220,872
White<$5,000   61,202 28.7 10,663 17,540 43,662 78,742

Hispanic<$5,000   80,627 26.1 12,772 21,010 59,617 101,637
Asian/PI<$5,000   25,385 44.5 6,868 11,297 14,088 36,682

Black<$5,000   14,446 61.6 5,413 8,904 5,542 23,350
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Appendix B:  Major Changes in the Current Population Survey since 1985 

2002:  The 2002 CPS Annual Demographic File (ADF) contains the expanded sample of state 
estimates of children’s health insurance coverage that was implemented in 2001.  The expanded 
sample accounts for the addition of about 34,500 households nationwide and 1,231 households for 
California in 2002.  The 2002 ADF also used weights based on Census 2000 population controls, 
instead of 1990 population controls used in previous years.  Using 2000 based weights affects 
weighted frequencies, which are noticeable when comparing 2002 to earlier years.   
2001:  The Census Bureau will expand the sample size to improve state estimates of children’s health 
insurance coverage in the winter of 2001-02.  This data is to be released in autumn of 2002.  The 
original September 2001 sample file was revised due to a weight adjustment.*  This report contains 
only data from the original revised sample file released December 2001. 

1996:  The sample size taken in Los Angeles County was significantly reduced.  The March survey for 
the first time contained a question on self-reported health status of the respondents. 

1994:  The independent national population controls used for age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin were 
prepared by projecting forward the population as enumerated in the 1990 decennial census adjusted 
for the 1990 census undercount.  Most estimates in the profile were affected by these changes. 
1990:  The sample reduction from 1989 was restored. 
1989:  The sample size for California was reduced by approximately 38 percent. 

1985:  Controls for the Hispanic population were introduced for the first time.  These controls included 
an estimate of illegal immigrants. 

*More information on the source and accuracy of the 2002 survey file can be obtained at 
http://www.bls.census.gov/cps/ads/2002/ssrcacc.htm. 
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Appendix C:  Sample Size of California Portion of the March Supplement 

to the Current Population Survey, 1987-2002 

Year Households Persons 

1987 4,739 13,349 
1988 4,790 13,540 
1989 2,949 7,997 
1990 4,945 14,437 
1991 5,011 14,894 
1992 5,018 14,846 
1993 4,923 14,732 
1994 4,639 14,018 
1995 4,590 13,579 
1996 4,377 12,904 
1997 4,496 13,113 
1998 4,465 13,188 
1999 4,525 13,214 
2000 4,453 13,325 
2001 4,338 12,966 
2002 5,569 16,857 

 
 
 


